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Women's Liberation••International 
by MILDRED EMORY PERSINGER 
Mrs . Richard B, Persinger 
is the National Board's UN 
representative 
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Women's Liberation International 
It has finally dawned on American 
woman that they are not the ''most 
equal" women in the world . In fact, 
woman of other countries,ere emanci-
pated from some of the cultural pat-
terns now considered obsolei and rose 
to pinnacles of political responsib-
ility long before U.S. Women's Libera• 
tion began to roll. Perhaps the way 
has been easier here because trails 
were blazed in Sweden or Japan or 
India . 
Obviously benchmarks of women'a 
liberation such as a high degree of 
sexual freedom, ready availability of 
contraceptive methods and abortion 
services, day-care centers or even 
the election of women to bead gov rn-
ments do not indicate across-the-board 
equality. Specific gains may even 
have been due to complex social fac-
tors rather than to pressure from 
women themselves . In newly independent 
countries with a v.ry small educated 
elite, for example, veryone who holds 
a professional degree is naturally 
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desperately needed . Where there are 
so few of either sex to draw on, the 
educated women as well as the men hold 
high positions in and out of govern• 
ment . In revolutionary governments 
like India's and soma other socialist 
countries women earned their posts 
through individual p rtieipation in 
the revolution which created their 
government . 
By whatever means they gained ini• 
tial access to the necessary education 
and power, women in developing countries 
are prime ministers, legislators, 
supreme court justices, cabinet min• 
istere and ambassadors. Iran, 1n 
many respects still a feudal l nd. 
has a WOUl4n as minister of public 
works . With this leverage, those at 
the top are a force for the libera• 
tion of their own countrywomen and of 
women everywhere. 
The United Nations Cotllllission on 
the Status of Women is a window on 
the remarkable activity of 32 thorough-
ly modern, highly intelligent and 
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highly professional women, most¢' 
of whom are from developing countries . 
One might expect that they would con-
centrate on the primitive offenses 
against human dignity which the most 
primitiv societies inflict on their 
women . 
On the contrary, their concerns 
are those of the women's liberation 
movement today . They constantly seek 
ways to motivate women themselves to 
upgrade " their own self-perception, " 
to work for higher degrees, to run 
for public office, to qualify for work 
outside the home . That governments 
should provide day care for children 
of working mothers is an old refrain 
of the commission, which even ventures 
to augge t that husbands should sbar 
the responsibilities of caring for 
children and the home . 
For some years the Commission 
worked to achieve consensus in the 
United Nations on women' s rights . 
The result was, in 1967, the adoption 
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by the General Assembly of the Decla• 
ration on the Elimination of Discrim--
ination Against Women . Some of the 
principles the Cotllllisaion wrote into 
the draft with love were not acceded 
to by the General Assembly--made up 
mostly of men . But there is enough 
dynamite in it to produce an explosion, 
once the women of the world learn to 
read . 
'111e declaration exhorts governments 
that ' All appropriate measures shall 
be taken to abolish existing laws, 
customs, regulations and practices 
which are discriminatory against woman 
and to establish adequate legal pro-
tection for equal rights for men and 
women . " Whether rried or unmarried, 
women should have "equal rights with 
men in the field of economic and 
social life . · 
''Convinced, 11 aa.U- the General 
l
'J. ., \,-r• ~O-v ..,__ 1.,_... I 
Assembl"y;) "that the full and complete 
development of country, the welfare 
of the world and the cause of peace 
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require the maximum participation of 
women as well as men in all fields . " 
Women have long understood why the 
world ie in such turmoil, and now the 
UN has made it clear . 
American women can keep their country 
from seem.ng so backward by preasing 
for U.S. ratification of the UN Conven-
tion on the Political Rights of Women 
which President Kennedy sent to the 
Senate; 75 other states have ratified 
it; 69 are parties to the International 
Labor Organization Convention on Equal 
R~ation of Men and Women Workers, 
but not the United States . Fifty•two 
have ratified the UNESCO Convention 
Against Discrimination in Education, 
but not the United States . And so 
the 11s t grows . 
Refet:ences 
Declaration on the Elimination of Dis• 
crimioation Against Women (order from 
Office of Public Information, United 
Nations , N.Y. 10017: single copies 
free) . 
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"Women and Human Rights, •· The YWCA 
Magazine, December 1968. 
